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out at 10 p.m. ; in the holiday season no one should
stay for more than one night, unless there are no
fresh arrivals expected. The Youth Hostels are
places where young hikers or parties of young
hikers stay for the night and then pass on. Care
is, therefore, taken to prevent their being treated
as ordinary hotels.
The writer has the happiest recollections of his
visit to the Youth Hostel at Cologne. The build-
ing was used as barracks for soldiers before the
War. It has a spacious dining hall, a large room
for meetings and concerts, a reading room, a
library, 35 dormitories, some of which can accom-
modate about 50 guests each, a washing room
attached to each dormitory, shower baths and two
kitchens, one of which is used by such boys and
v girls as may wish to do their own cooking. The
majority of the beds are two-deckers, and the
hostel can accommodate 1,200 guests at a time.
Every nook and corner of the hostel was spot-
lessly neat and tidy. One was also impressed by
the cheerful and friendly atmosphere pervading
the whole place.
A large proportion of university students and
students of the upper section in secondary schools
belong to one youth organisation or another. The
school authorities generally recognise the value of
these Associations in so far as they promote sports
and healthy out-door life and give the pupils such
opportunities of self-expression as cannot be offer-
ed entirely by the schools ; but they are, neverthe-
less, apprehensive lest the denominational and